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THE CHERRY BLOSSOM PRNCESS GIFT PROGRAM CHAIR

Janet Bouchard
Following is a copy of the Princess Gift guidelines.  Please note:  All gifts are to be at the Renaissance Washington, DC Hotel (999 9th Street, NW; Washington, DC  20001) in Meeting Room 16 (on the meeting level, 1 escalator down) on Saturday, April 7 for distribution that day.
FYI, NCSS only has this room complimentary on Saturday so that the distribution of these items can take place, the items are secure and that the items are out of the room in a timely fashion.  If your gifts are not there you risk that your gifts may go into storage (for which there is a charge) and that they may not get to the princesses in a timely manner. On Saturday, April 7th, the Gift room at the Hotel (MR16) is staffed by NCSS volunteers beginning at 9:00 a.m. who are on hand to see that your princess gifts are distributed.  Below are the guidelines for this year’s gift exchange.  Gift may be picked up, by the Princesses themselves, after the Princess Tea (5:15pm) that same evening, Saturday, April 7.
State Gift Reminder 2012
This is a reminder that the Cherry Blossom Tradition is for each participating State, Territory and Embassy Cherry Blossom Princess to provide a gifts to each of the participating Cherry Blossom Princesses. The gift is often a small item that is a memento that identifies the state, territory or country that the Princess is representing. The number needed for 2012 is seventy (70) gifts.  We are expecting a complete turnout of all 50 states, 4 territories, and the District of Columbia for the 100th Anniversary, as well as 10 Embassies and our Queens.
We also ask for a state pin or state memorabilia pin be included with each gift. The Princesses love to share these with each other all week and they wear them on their sashes.  Any left overs will be given to the Queen when she travels to Japan to hand out to the crowds as she walks through them.
All items from one State Society or Embassy must be secured together (e.g., sandwich baggies, canvas totes, ribbon-tied, etc.), along with a label on each gift indicating the Princess’ full name and name of the State Society or Embassy.  

Queen Gift Reminder 2012
In addition to the Princess gifts, the NCSS asks each State and Territory Society ONLY (not the Embassies) to provide seven (7) gifts that are used as US Cherry Blossom Queen gifts that the Queen presents to Japanese and American dignitaries in Japan.  Do not wrap these gifts – we will do that.  For these seven (7) gifts, we ask that each society look for their state ornaments (i.e., similar in quality to the White House or US Capitol ornaments) that will be presented to the Japan Government or Cherry Blossom Official in the name of the United States, the State, and the Society. Other suggestions for gifts are:  crystal paperweights, small crystal, ceramic or silver items; federal or state logo items.  All seven (7) gifts need not be identical. These seven (7) gifts will be collected at the same place and time as the Princess Gifts, Saturday, April 7.
If you have any questions please contact Janet Bouchard at: gg9603@gmail.com 

